
186 VITAL STATISTICS 

-Summary of Principal Vital Statistics for Incorporated Urban Centres of 10,000 
Population or Over,1 Average 1951-55 and 1960—concluded 
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1 As at the 1956 Census; residents only. 2 By place of occurrence. 
! Per 1,000 live births. 

Section 2.—Births* 
The Canadian birth rate in 1921 was 29 per 1,000 population. As a rate of 35 is 

very high for countries of modern western civilization, the Canadian rate had probably 
not fallen far, nor for long, before 1921. It fell continuously until 1937 when it reached 
a low of 20.1 but, as a result of economic recovery and the War, it rose to 21.6 in 1940, 
24.3 in 1945 and 28.9 in 1947, the highest since 1921. From 1948 to 1959 it fluctuated 
between 27.1 and 28.5 but in 1960 stood at 26.9, the lowest since 1946. 

The birth rates in most provinces followed similar trends but there were some regional 
differences in the birth rate pattern in recent years. Although all provinces had record 
high rates immediately following World War II, average birth rates in Ontario and the 
western provinces were higher during 1951-55 than for the 1946-50 period, while those 
for Quebec and the Maritimes were lower. In fact, Ontario, British Columbia and 
Alberta had record high crude birth rates during the 1956-59 period. However, all pro­
vincial birth rates declined or remained stationary between 1959 and 1960. 

*~Umess otherwise indicated, "births" in this Section refers to infants born alive; stillbirths are dealt with 
under a separate S i n g on p. 194 and under multiple births on p. 190. For internat.onal compansons. see 
Section 7, pp. 214-215. 


